
Leveraging systemwide data to 

transform approaches to school 

attendance

An essential companion



CEDP

o 42 500 students

o 56 primary schools 

• Kinder – Grade 6

o 22 secondary schools

• Grade 7-12

o 2 Pre to Post 

• Kinder – Grade 12

cmunro@parra.catholic.edu.au

dwalker5@parra.catholic.edu.au



Figure 1: Attendance rates and levels by year of schooling 2018 www.acara.edu.au/reporting

School Attendance Rate 

= average daily attendance

School Attendance Level

= proportion of regular attendance

Regular Attendance

= ≥ 90% attendance

Attendance in Australia

http://www.acara.edu.au/reportin


Local school Enterprise

Attendance 
Category

Student 
Attendance Rate

Risk

Regular 90%+ No or Low 

Emerging 89-80% Medium

Chronic 79-70% High

Complex < 70% Extreme

Table 1: CEDP attendance category framework

Attendance at CEDP

School 
attendance Rate

Student 
attendance rate

School 
attendance level



Analytics and Insights

Figure 2: Catholic Education Diocese Parramatta 6 lens framework

• Real time 

• Accessible for all

• Visualised

• Displayed on dashboards

• Interactive

• Blended and analysed

https://analytics.parra.catholic.edu.au/#/views/Attendance_2/AttendanceSummaryAllSchools?:iid=1


Access to systemwide data



Attendance Summary Dashboard



Interactive



Action – system level



Strategic Resourcing

➢ Early intervention Family Liaison Project

➢ Home visiting 

➢ Attendance Team

➢ Indigenous Education specialist

➢ Transport to school service



Curiosity and conversations

Data 
Conversations

Debunking 
myths

Leverage 
bright 
spots



Action – grade level



Problem solving approach



Action - Student level 



Action - Student level
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Timely Support

Intervention



What’s next?

Attendance Data - Who

Student engagement Data – Why



Student Engagement Data

➢ Student online survey - Tell Them From Me

➢ Data sets for 2018 and 2019

➢ 14,700 secondary students - grades 7-12  

➢ 8, 200 primary students - grades 4 to 6 

➢ Focus Measures

➢ Belonging

➢ Relationships

➢ Emotional health

➢ Sense of Safety



1 in 5 student don’t have positive 

relationships with peers

1 in 3 students don’t feel 

like they belong at school

1 in 4 students experienced 

moderate or high levels of anxiety

1 in 3 don’t feel 

safe at school

Headlines - Secondary student responses 



Belonging

Figure 4: Positive sense of belonging and  TTFM 2018

Wide difference between schools 

Within schools concentrated in 

marginalised groups

Components of belonging 

vulnerabilities

- “School is place I belong” 

- “I feel accepted for who I am”



Responses to belonging questions

Attendance Rate

Analysis Belonging and Attendance

https://analytics.parra.catholic.edu.au/#/views/EffectofAttendanceonNAPLANscoreandgain-Dev/AttendancevsTTFMWellbeingresponses?:iid=1


Relationships

Figure 6: Positive peer relationships at school by grade at school TTFM 2018 

Figure 7: Advocacy at school and student teacher relations average score by 

year of schooling TTFM 2018 



What we have learned

✓ Common language and measure for absenteeism

✓ Access to system wide data

✓ Data analytics broadens the view and extends the 

reach

✓ Curiosity, Connection and Collaboration

✓ Engaging students is more than promoting academic 

engaged time



Challenges

➢ Shared culture and understanding of data

➢ Balance accountability with leveraging 

change

➢ Systemwide structures and environments to 

meet the needs of all 


